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"2. The fact that a given person died at a given place
would be attested by the informant as at present, and the evi-
dence would be enormously strengthened by an educated wit-
ness. While so large a portion of our informants cannot even
write their names, this is of great importance.

"3. Secret murders and attempts on life, and deaths of
children and old people from neglect, could rarely escape
detection; they would, other things being equal, be less fre-
quent than they have been in past times. Life would become

more secure. The public solicitude, like a Providence watch-
ing over all, would cherish the reverence of all classes for
human life.

" 4. The frauds of informants would be less common, and
no registrar would again manufacture fictitious entries, thereby
throwing discredit on the whole of the national registers.

" 5. Much trouble would be saved to the public, who are
now put to expense in getting corroborative certificates, as it
is felt that the present certified copy of an entry is most im-
perfect evidence of the death and identity of deceased persons.

" 6. The registration medical officer visiting the dwellings
of people in unfavourable sanitary conditions would discover
and point out the consequences of those conditions to the
families themselves, and to the authorities, in seasons of cho-
lera, of fever, or other epidemics. The authorities would find
it convenient to make him the health officer of the district;
and often where such an officer already exists, he might dis-
charge the medical registration duties. The Postmaster-
General would employ the registration medical officer in in-
surance business, and so would insurance offices, to whom he
could render essential service in putting a stop to the numerous
frauds which are every day committed at their expense."

It will be abundantly evident that these changes must affect
the medical profession very considerably, and therefore we
have endeavoured to disseminate the fullest information in our

power respecting them. Unanimity of opinion is hardly to be
expected, and there may possibly be some objection taken to one
or two particulars; but one thing is quite certain, which is
that there cannot be two opinions about the desirability of a
perfect system of registration, however much diversity there
may be as to the mode of compassing the same.

METROPOLITAN POOR-LAW MEDICAL
OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION.

THE first general meeting of this Association was held on
Monday last in the Council-room of the Royal Medical Benevo-
lent College in Soho-square, and was largely attended by
members-workhouse and district medical officers in about

equal proportions, and representing nearly every part of the
metropolis.

Dr. Rogers, the president pro tem., occupied the chair. Dr.

Dudfield, the hon. sec. pro tem., having read the minutes of
the preliminary meeting, and the names of the members who
had joined, and stated the steps that had been taken in or-
ganizing the Association, Dr. Rogers addressed the meeting
at considerable length, setting forth the objects of the Asso-
ciation as contained in the printed rules. He dwelt more

particularly upon the necessity of making a great effort to
better the condition of the sick poor, and to raise the status of
Poor-law medical officers. Considerations of pecuniary re-
muneration, though important, should be sunk in comparison
to the former objects. They were engaged in the noblest work
man could be engaged in ; they were men of education, and
devoted to their work. What, therefore, they should ask for
was increased means of doing their duty to the sick poor. The
amount of their salary, which was admitted by Mr. Farnall,
the Poor-law Inspector, to be quite inadequate, they would
leave to the appreciation and justice of the public. The
revelations which had been made respecting the treatment of
the sick poor in workhouses had excited a strong public feel-
ing upon this subject. The Poor-law medical officers were
not responsible for that treatment ; on the contrary, they did
what they could to obtain more liberal treatment of the sick
poor. He thought that one of their objects should be to get
the medicines for the poor at the expense of the State. He

! was glad to find that this recommendation had the support of
. Mr. Farnall. The objects of the Association were :-
. " 1. To obtain for the sick poor chargeable to the State the
advantages in respect of nursing, dietaries, supply of medi-

cines, medical and surgical appliances, cubic and floor space,
ventilation, light, and general treatment, enjoyed by the sick
poor in hospitals and kindred institutions supported by volun-

tary contributions.
! "2. To obtain life appointments for all Poor-law medical

officers, and entire, instead of partial, payment of salaries
’ from the Consolidated Fund ; and thus to secure, at once, the

due recognition of their position as State servants and greater-
freedom and independence of action.

’’ 3. To provide a basis for consultation and united action, in
all cases of difficulty arising out of the nature, and in the dis-
charge, of their duties.

"4. To obtain an authoritative decision upon all disputed
questions relating to duties and extra medical fees.

"5. To obtain from the local authorities the provision of all
medicines and appliances prescribed for the sick poor, and
the employment and payment by the same of qualified dis-
pensers.

"6. To address representations to the Poor-law Board by
memorial and deputation, and, if need be, to petition the
Legislature, in such cases and circumstances as may appear to
render such action necessary; and, generally, to provide a,

channel through which all defects in the Poor-law medical
service may be brought to light and discussed with a view to
their removal or amelioration."
These objects, having been severally discussed at consider-

able length, were agreed to, as well as a number of rules for
the government of the Association; and a council of twelve
members was then appointed.

Besides the ordinary members there will be a second class of
members, honorary in character, and consisting of "eminent
physicians and surgeons, particularly those connected with
public institutions."

Portions of the Report of Mr. H. B. Farnall, C.B., the Me-
tropolitan Poor-law Inspector, relating to the duties, &c., of
the Workhouse Medical Officers, having been read, together
with his recommendations for the amelioration of their posi-
tion, it was unanimously resolved-" That this meeting,
representing the Poor-law medical officers of the metropolitan
district, cannot separate without recording their deep sense of
gratification inspired by his generous appreciation of their
position and services ; " and a copy of this resolution was
ordered to be sent to the metropolitan inspector.
A vote of thanks to the Council of the Royal Medical Be-

nevolent College for the use of the room terminated the pro-
ceedings, which had been marked throughout by a strong feeling
of earnestness, moderation, and unanimity.
The Council subsequently held a meeting to appoint officers

for the ensuing year. The Council is constituted as follows :-
President : Dr. J. Rogers. Vice-Presidents : Dr. C. Andrews,
Mr. C. M. Frost. Treasurer : Mr. F. Godrich. Honorary
Secretary : Dr. T. 0. Dudfield. Other members of Council:
Mr. R. Bruce, Mr. J. Clarke, Dr. T. Cotton, Mr. E. Goddard,
Dr. T. K. King, Dr. G. E. Nicholas, and Mr. J. Vinall ; with
power to add to their number.
We understand that the next meeting of the Council will be

held on Tuesday, the 24th instant, when, no doubt, the best
mode of realising the excellent and somewhat ambitious ob-

jects of the Association will come under discussion.

THE VACCINATION BILL.

THE following letter has been addressed to the Lord Presi-
dent of the Council, by Dr. Jenner, the president of the Epi-
demiological Society :-
My Lord Duke,&mdash;The Council of the Epidemiological Society,

having had under their consideration the Vaccination Bill pre-
pared by the Medical Department of the Privy Council, which
(as amended by select committee of the House of Commons) is
now before Parliament, wish that I should convey to your
Grace the sense they entertain of the value of the Bill for

extending the practice of vaccination in England, and of the
great improvements it will effect in the administration of
public vaccination. They consequently hope that it will,
during this session of Parliament, become law. The extreme
mortality from small-pox in England during the last three.
years, and the fatality of the disease in London at the present


